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Censors were exercised in base intrigues and venal
espionage, or in conspiracies directed against high
officials (such as Li Hung-chang), whose wealth and
reputation invited the " Outs " to combine against
them in the hope of plunder.

Finally, behind the visible and authoritative
machinery of government, working " in the profound
seclusion of the Palace," and in close and constant
attendance on the fountain of all honour, were the
eunuchs of the Court, a body of individuals whose
influence in the business of the State had steadily
increased since the reign of Chia Ch'ing. Under the
dissolute Emperor Hsien Feng these Palace myrmi-
dons waxed fat and kicked, even as their predeces-
sors had done towards the lamentable end of the Ming
dynasty. After his death and during the regencies
of his consort, the Empress Dowager Tzii Hsi> the
baneful influence of the chief eunuchs, her body-
servants, became paramount, not only within the
Palace precincts, but wheresoever within the Empire
rank, titles, and preferment were to be bestowed by
Imperial favour, Li Hung-chang, being withal a
prudent man, and plus royalisU que U roi where Tztt
Hsi was concerned, never hesitated to make for him-
self friends of the mammon of unrighteousness in the
person of her favourite chamberlains, especially with
the Chief Eunuch, Li Lien-ying, whose influence
dominated all Palace politics from 1870 till the
death of his Imperial mistress in 1908, According to
the house-laws of the Manchu dynasty* no eunuch
v^as allowed to hold any official position or to leave
the. capital upon any pretext whatsoever, and until
the reign of Hsien Feng these rules had been enforced*
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